
 THE RESURRECTION  

 OF OUR LORD  
16 April 2017 

 
 AS WE GATHER  

Easter is the queen of feasts, as Paul reminds us: 
“If Christ has not been raised . . . your faith is in vain.” ~1 Corinthians 15:14 

“If in Christ we have hope in this life only, we are of all people most to be pitied.” ~v19 
Yet it is a struggle for us to keep our Easter faith for more than a Sunday or a season. 

We are daily bombarded by sin and its death, by temptation and its doubt, 
by hopelessness and its despair. 

This is why we follow the events of our Lord’s life in the Church Year, 
which reaches its climax in the resurrection of our Lord. 

We are not who we were. 
We have been raised in Christ to live new lives. 

Putting Him first, this begins with the joyful affirmation of Christ’s own victory 
and our appropriation of that victory to our own lives by faith. 

This joy compels us to share with others what we have received. 

 
 PREPARATION  

 
ANTHEM  GLORY HALLELUJAH! HE LIVES! 

 
Hymn  JESUS CHRIST IS RISEN TODAY  #457 

 
 INVOCATION  

P=Presider; C=Congregation 

P In the name of the Father and of the  Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P All praise to God the Father— 
C who raised His Son in victory. 
P All praise to Jesus, God’s Son, risen from the dead— 
C our living and reigning King. 
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P All praise to God the Holy Spirit— 

C who has worked in us a living hope in the resurrection.  
P The stone has been rolled away! Alleluia! 
C The crucified One is risen! Alleluia! 
P He has conquered death by the cross! 
C He has come out of the tomb! 
P Easter proves it: His every word and His every deed are absolute truth. 
C Every promise He has made He will fulfill. 
 He will restore His broken people. 
 He will raise us and make us whole again. 
P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P This is the day that the LORD has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 
C for His steadfast love endures forever!               ~Psalm 118:1&24 
 

 
 

 WORD  

 
Exodus 15:2ff  INTROIT Antiphon: 15:1b  

P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
C the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
P The LORD is my strength and my song, and he has become my salvation; 
C this is my God, and I will praise him, 
  my father’s God, and I will exalt him. 
P Your right hand, O LORD, glorious in power, 
  your right hand, O LORD, shatters the enemy. 
C You have led in your steadfast love the people whom you have redeemed; 

    you have guided them by your strength to your holy abode. 
P You will bring them in and plant them on your own mountain, 
  the place, O LORD, which you have made for your abode, 
  the sanctuary, O Lord, which your hands have established. 
C The LORD will reign forever and ever. 
P I will sing to the LORD, for he has triumphed gloriously; 
C the horse and his rider he has thrown into the sea. 
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 PRAYER OF THE DAY  

P Almighty God the Father, through Your only-begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

 You have overcome death and opened the gate of everlasting life to us. 

C Grant that we, who celebrate with joy the day of our Lord’s resurrection, 

  may be raised from the death of sin by Your life-giving Spirit — 

  through the same Jesus Christ, our Lord, 

  who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, 

  now and forever. 

 Amen. 

 
OLD TESTAMENT  JEREMIAH 31:1-6 

 “I HAVE LOVED YOU WITH AN EVERLASTING LOVE” 

“At that time, declares the LORD, I will be the God 

 of all the clans of Israel, and they shall be my people.” 

Thus says the LORD: 

“The people who survived the sword found grace in the wilderness; 

when Israel sought for rest, the LORD appeared to him from far away. 

I have loved you with an everlasting love; 

 therefore I have continued my faithfulness to you. 

Again I will build you, and you shall be built, O virgin Israel! 

Again you shall adorn yourself with tambourines 

 and shall go forth in the dance of the merrymakers. 

Again you shall plant vineyards on the mountains of Samaria; 

the planters shall plant and shall enjoy the fruit. 

For there shall be a day when watchmen will call 

 in the hill country of Ephraim: 

‘Arise, and let us go up to Zion, to the LORD our God.’” 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 

C Thanks be to God. 

 
 GRADUAL  

ADAPTED FROM MATTHEW 28:7; HEBREWS 2:7; PSALM 8:6 

P Christ has risen from the dead. 

C God the Father has crowned Him with glory and honor. 

P He has given Him dominion over the works of His hands; 

C He has put all things under His feet. 
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EPISTLE  COLOSSIANS 3:1-4 

RAISED WITH CHRIST, WE SEEK THE THINGS THAT ARE ABOVE 
If then you have been raised with Christ, seek the things that are above, 
where Christ is, seated at the right hand of God. Set your minds on things 
that are above, not on things that are on earth. For you have died, and 
your life is hidden with Christ in God. When Christ who is your life appears, 
then you also will appear with him in glory. 

P This is the Word of our Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 

 

VERSE  2 TIMOTHY 1:10B 

P Alleluia! 
C [Christ Jesus] abolished death 
  and brought life and immortality to light through the gospel.  
 Alleluia! 

 
HOLY GOSPEL  MATTHEW 28:1-10 

PLEASE STAND 

“HE IS NOT HERE, FOR HE HAS RISEN” 
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the 28th chapter. 
C Glory to You, O Lord. 

1Now after the Sabbath, toward the dawn of the first day of the week, 
Mary Magdalene and the other Mary went to see the tomb. 2And behold, 
there was a great earthquake, for an angel of the Lord descended from 
heaven and came and rolled back the stone and sat on it. 3His appearance 
was like lightning, and his clothing white as snow. 4And for fear of him 
the guards trembled and became like dead men. 5But the angel said to 
the women, “Do not be afraid, for I know that you seek Jesus who was 
crucified. 6He is not here, for he has risen, as he said. Come, see the 
place where he lay. 7Then go quickly and tell his disciples that he has risen 
from the dead, and behold, he is going before you to Galilee; there you 
will see him. See, I have told you.” 8So they departed quickly from the 
tomb with fear and great joy, and ran to tell his disciples. 9And behold, 
Jesus met them and said “Greetings!” And they came up and took hold 
of his feet and worshiped him. 10Then Jesus said to them, “Do not be 
afraid; go and tell my brothers to go to Galilee, and there they will see me.” 

P This is the Gospel of our Lord. 
C Praise to You, O Christ! 

PLEASE BE SEATED 
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Hymn  HE’S RISEN, HE’S RISEN  #480 

 
SERMON  JESUS HAD A ROSE!  MATTHEW 28:1-10 

The Point: Easter earthquake! 
The Problem: Easter—and everyday—fright: sin and doubt 
The Promise: Easter fear: resurrection faith → joy → witness 

 
 OFFERING  

While we worship the Lord with our offerings, please write your names in the fellowship registers, indicating 
the date and time of the service you are attending. 

To help us serve you more effectively, please use the blanks provided to indicate a change 
in mailing address, phone numbers (home, work, cell, fax) or e-mail addresses. 

Please tear out the sheets with names on them and let them stick out of the top of the folder 
so that the ushers can collect them. 

Thank you! 
 

 
 

 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P Let us pray for the whole people of God in Christ Jesus 
C and for all people according to their needs. 
P O God, You made us Your own children in the waters of Baptism, 
  and we were raised up in Christ for new and everlasting life. 
C Guard what You have begun in us and strengthen our faith 
  so that we may rejoice in Your gift, live as the people of Your grace, 

 and proclaim Your saving victory to the world. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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P You sent forth Your Son that He might redeem Your lost creation 
  and win for You new sons and daughters who trust in Your Word. 
C Give us confidence in Your Word that we may not doubt nor fear 
  but be kept in hope to the day of Christ’s coming again. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You established the Church as the Body of Christ 
  and made us members of that body by Baptism and faith. 
C Grant Your blessing to all servants of Your Church 
  that they may preach and teach faithfully 
  and so strengthen us in faith for good works that testify to 
  what we believe and serve our neighbor in love. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You bore the burdens of our flesh in Your Son, Jesus Christ. 
C Visit with grace the sick and those who suffer 
  to heal and restore them, 
  to sustain them in the day of their trouble, 
  and to provide them with patience that they may endure. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You set Your seal upon all those who govern 
  and command them to lead honorably in the pursuit of 
  justice, the protection of liberty, and preservation of virtue. 
C Give wisdom and integrity to all who serve us 
  in this nation, state, county, and city.  
 Guide them in what is good and right, 
  bring peace to the nations, 
  and protect those in the armed forces who defend us 
  at home and abroad.  
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You give us the richest of blessings 
  and surround us with the favor of Your love. 
C Help us to use Your resources wisely and not to squander 
  what has been entrusted to our care. 
 Receive these tithes and offerings as signs of our gratitude 
  and symbols of our faith.  
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
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 PRAYER OF THE CHURCH  

P You set Your Table among us in the presence of our enemies. 
C Fill us with Your Spirit and faith to receive the blessed food 
  of Your Son’s body and blood for the strengthening of our faith 
  and the equipping of Your people for the good works 
  that display Your glory and love for our neighbor. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 
P You are the hope of all, and those who depart in faith live in You. 
C Bring us at last with them to the resurrection, 
  when our baptismal hope is fulfilled 
  and we enter into Your everlasting kingdom 
  in the blest reunion with those who have gone before 
  and in celebration of the marriage feast of the Lamb without end. 
P Risen Lord, in Your mercy, 
C hear our prayer. 

SPECIAL PETITIONS & PRAISES 
P Into Your hands, O Lord, we commend ourselves and all for whom 

we pray, 
C trusting in Your mercy—through Your Son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. 
 Amen. 
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 CONFESSION & FORGIVENESS  

P Before we approach the Table of our Lord to receive Him 
  in His victory for us, let us confess our sins to God our Father. 
C With humble and sincere hearts, 
  we acknowledge before You, O Lord, 
  that we are not the people we ought to be. 
 We have sinned against You and against one another 
  in words and deeds and inaction. 
 We confess these sins to You and plead for Your mercy 
  through the merits of our Savior, Jesus Christ. 
 Forgive us, renew us, and lead us by Your Spirit 
  to amend our sinful lives. 
P Easter changes everything. 
C It is the world’s new reality. 
P Still there are times when we live as if Easter were only a wish. 
C We live too often as if brokenness were the only reality. 
P We live as if the stone had not been rolled away. 
C Lord God, the Easter reality is all around us. 
 And yet in spite of the truth of the resurrection 
  we so often live trapped in brokenness. 
 We are defeated by Satan’s temptations, 
  deceived by the world’s false hope and lies, 
  and worn down by the battle again our own sinful flesh. 

Forgive us and renew us, Lord. 
P Easter declares the great truth: 
  the victory over Satan, the world, and our own flesh has been won. 
 Jesus Christ who died for you has risen. 
C Because of Jesus’ death and resurrection, 
  our enemies of sin and death have been eternally conquered. 
P You are forgiven from every failure and every sin. 
 Because brokenness and death could not hold Jesus, you are made whole. 
 As a called and ordained servant of Christ, and by His authority, 
  it is my joy and privilege to proclaim the Easter truth and daily joy 
  that you are forgiven 
  in the name of the Father, the  Son, and the Holy Spirit.  
C Alleluia, amen! 
 
Hymn  THIS IS THE FEAST  #155 
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CONFESSION OF FAITH   THE NICENE CREED

C I believe in one God, 

  the Father Almighty, 
  maker of heaven and earth 

  and of all things visible and invisible. 
 And in one Lord Jesus Christ, 

  the only-begotten Son of God, 

  begotten of His Father before all worlds, 
  God of God, Light of Light, 

  very God of very God, 
  begotten, not made, 

  being of one substance with the Father, 
  by whom all things were made; 

  who for us men and for our salvation came down from heaven 
  and was incarnate by the Holy Spirit of the virgin Mary 

  and was made man; 
  and was crucified also for us under Pontius Pilate. 

  He suffered and was buried. 

  And the third day He rose again according to the Scriptures 
   and ascended into heaven 

  and sits at the right hand of the Father. 
  And He will come again with glory to judge both the living 

   and the dead, 
  whose kingdom will have no end. 

 And I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
  the Lord and giver of life, 

  who proceeds from the Father and the Son, 
 who with the Father and the Son together is worshiped 

and glorified, 
  who spoke by the prophets. 

  And I believe in one holy Christian and apostolic Church, 

  I acknowledge one Baptism for the remission of sins, 
  and I look for the resurrection of the dead 

  and the life  of the world to come. Amen. 
Us means all people. 

Christian: the ancient text reads “catholic”, meaning the whole  

Church as it confesses the wholeness of Christian doctrine.  
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 SACRAMENT  
 

The Lord’s Supper is celebrated at this congregation in the confession and glad confidence that, as He says, 
our Lord gives into our mouths not only bread and wine but His very body and blood to eat and to drink for 
the forgiveness of sins and to strengthen our union with Him and with one another. Our Lord invites to His 
table those who trust His words, repent of all sin, and set aside any refusal to forgive and love as He forgives 
and loves us, that they may show forth His death until He comes. 
 

Because those who eat and drink our Lord’s body and blood unworthily do so to their great harm and 
because Holy Communion is a confession of the faith which is confessed at this altar, any who are not yet 
instructed, in doubt, or who hold a confession differing from that of this congregation and The Lutheran 
Church—Missouri Synod, and yet desire to receive the sacrament, are asked first to speak with our pastor or 
an elder. Alcohol-removed white wine is offered in the center of the tray. 

 

For further study, see Matthew 5:23f; 10:32f; 18:15-35; 26:26-29; 1 Corinthians 11:17-34. 
 

 
 

 PROPER PREFACE  

P It is truly good, right, and salutary that we should at all times 
  and in all places give thanks to You, Holy Lord, almighty Father, 
  everlasting God. 
C And most especially are we bound to praise You on this day 
  for the glorious resurrection of Your Son, Jesus Christ, 
  the very Paschal Lamb, who was sacrificed for us 
  and bore the sins of the world. 
  By His dying He has destroyed death, 
  and by His rising again He has restored to us everlasting life. 
P Therefore with Mary Magdalene, Peter and John, 
  and with all the witnesses of the resurrection, 
  with angels and archangels, and with all the company of heaven 
  we laud and magnify Your glorious name, 
  evermore praising You and singing: 
 

SANCTUS  HOLY 
  

C ♫ Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
Day and night we join to praise Your love and majesty. 

You alone are holy, worthy, and righteous. 
God in three persons, blessed Trinity! 

 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God Almighty! 
We rejoice to join the hymns of earth and sky and sea. 

Generations praise You, with saints and angels, 
holy and bless’d through all eternity. 

 

TEXT: GREGORY J. WISMAR; COPYRIGHT © 1991 CONCORDIA PUBLISHING HOUSE 
ALL RIGHTS RESERVED; USED BY PERMISSION 

TUNE: NICAEA, JOHN B. DYKES, 1823–76; PUBLIC DOMAIN 
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LORD’S PRAYER  MATTHEW 6:9–13 

C Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be Thy name, 
  Thy kingdom come, Thy will be done on earth as it is in heaven; 
  give us this day our daily bread; 
  and forgive us our trespasses 
   as we forgive those who trespass against us; 
  and lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil. 
 For Thine is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever and ever. 
 Amen. 

 
 WORDS OF OUR LORD  

MATTHEW 26:26–28  MARK 14:22–24  LUKE 22:19–20  1 CORINTHIANS 11:23–25 
 

PAX DOMINI  THE PEACE OF THE LORD  JOHN 20:19 
P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 
C Amen. 

 
 DISTRIBUTION  

Hymn  AT THE LAMB’S HIGH FEAST WE SING  #633 
Hymn  GOOD CHRISTIAN FRIENDS, REJOICE AND SING  #475 
Hymn  ALLELUIA, ALLELUIA! HEARTS TO HEAVEN  #477 
 
 

THANKSGIVING  PSALM 118:24&29 

P This is the day that the LORD has made; 
C let us rejoice and be glad in it. 
P Oh, give thanks to the LORD, for He is good; 
C for His steadfast love endures forever! 
P Bless we the Lord! 
C Thanks be to God! 

 
 BENEDICTION  

P Alleluia! Christ is risen! 
C He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
P The LORD bless you and keep you. 
 The LORD make His face shine on you and be gracious to you. 
 The LORD look upon you with favor and  give you peace. 
C Amen.  ~Numbers 6:24-26 
 
Hymn  NOW ALL THE VAULT OF HEAVEN RESOUNDS  #465 
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